7. January 2018 - The Second Sunday of Christmas
The Collect for the Epiphany
Creator of the heavens, who led the Magi by a star to worship the Christ-child: guide and sustain
us, that we may find our journey’s end in Jesus Christ our Lord.
The Collect for the Second Sunday of Christmas
Almighty God, in the birth of your Son you have poured on us the new light of your incarnate Word,
and shown us the fullness of your love: help us to walk in his light and dwell in his love that we
may know the fullness of his joy; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
The Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 60:1-6
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For darkness shall cover
the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over
you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look
around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters
shall be carried on their nurses' arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A
multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall
come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

The New Testament Reading
1 John 5:5-13
Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? This is
the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water
and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. There are three
that testify: the Spirit and the water and the blood, and these three agree. If we receive human
testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of God that he has testified to
his Son. Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do
not believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given
concerning his Son. And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.
Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write
these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you
have eternal life.
The Gospel
Mark 1:7-11
He proclaimed, "The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop
down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit." In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by
John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son,
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased."
The Post Communion Prayer
Lord God, the bright splendour whom the nations seek: may we who with the wise men have been
drawn by your light discern the glory of your presence in your Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus
Christ our Lord.

